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ABSTRACT

The Purpose of this paper is to understand theorgal words, known as KhutbahHajjat-ul-Wada
(The Last Sermon), of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), vihigere impactful on the United Nations 1949 Chaifée author of
this paper will try to make connections between itheals, lessons, theories, constitutional law, aodhan rights
mentioned in the Last Sermon of the Holy Proph&UR), with those in the Charter of the United NasoThe paper has
been written in the form of a comparative studyjohitwill serve to help the reader visualize theikinties and influences
of the words of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) onGharter of the United Nations.
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INTRODUCTION

The Last Sermon, or KhutbahHajjat-ul-Wada, of thelyHProphet Muhammad (PBUH) was the last time the
Prophet (PBUH) delivered such a speech at the tifrtdajj of the year 632C.E, or Holy Pilgrimage, Makkah where
innumerable Muslims were present of all ethnicjtlgeckgrounds, cultural beliefs, both male and femell belonging to
the same religion of Islam and listening out ofddur the Prophet (PBUH)It was given on the ninth day of DhulHijjah,
the 12th month of the lunar year, at the locatidrAmfat, the one of the most blessed day of thary& was an
opportunity for the Prophet (PBUH) to speak aboatious aspects of the society, human psychologyyswat
communication with each other, behavior with famitgmbers, importance of the law of equality, respacneighbors,

and many other topics.

The United Nations is an international organizatidrich consists of 193 member states, all of wiiakie the
same plan of action that the United Nations woural @ promote human relations, peace and toleraheegquality of all
beings and nations, promote social progress, pisticd prevent war and violerck.came into being after the world went
through the tragic Second World War. Thereaftez,rttember states decided that the world needed asseed that there

would be a governing international body with peand security at the top of its agenda for all tatams involved.

The Charter of the United Nations is a testimori@l the human rights and a document of freedom and
advancement based on the world’s intention to ptdtemanity and promote peace through participaaioch help among

each other. It was signed in San Francisco on 26n&945, at the end of the United Nations Confezeon International

Sheikh Khalid Bin Ali Bin Saleh Aba Al-Khail."Progh Muhammad's (PBUH) Last Sermon."Rstam House. Islam
Religion, 16 June 2013. Web. 6 Feb. 2016.
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Organization. It was enforced and started influegaiorld activities by October 24, 1935,
UN Charter and the Last Sermon

The UN Charter and the Last Sermon of the Pophétdviumad (PBUH) have many similarities. In order to
understand them, we must break both of them dotengections to analyze the ideals presented in thath.ast Sermon
and the Charter of the United Nations:

The Last Sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) The United Nations Charter
Article 1
The Purposes of the United Nations incldde:
“All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has 1. To develop friendly relations among

no superiority over a non-Arab, nor does a non- | nations based on respect for the principle of equal
Arab have any superiority over an Arab; white hasrights and self-determination of peoples, and ke ta
no superiority over black, nor does a black hawe aother appropriate measures to strengthen universal
superiority over white; [none have superiority overpeace;
another] except by piety and good actién.” 2. To achieve international co-operation in. .
promoting and encouraging respect for human rights
and for fundamental freedoms for all without

distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

The last sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) mentions tiggie the Prophet mentioned first of all the natofe¢he
origin of the human being which shows the imporéant how all humans were created equally. He (PBpéihted out
Adam and Eve, meaning that human beings are equateation, respect, feelings, and all manneranftbhe very
beginning. Although the religion of Islam spreadnfr Arabia and he (PBUH) was the Prophet of Islans mentioned
here that even the Arab does not have superiokigr the non-Arab, meaning that even superioritydifference of
religion, nation, or culture is not justified aseoof the teachings of Islam. Additionally, he (PB)JHentions that neither a
black nor a white is better than the other, furiteengthening the point that a human being ismadtubeing, regardless of

all other aspects of their lives including theitib#s, race, or gender.

Similarly, we see that the United Nations mentitres one of its main purposes is to ensure theletglas of
the people and good relations among nations. Hezetdrm of nation, in the United Nations, meant tekationship
between states, while the Holy Prophet (PBUH),echfor attention towards the respect for humargtyyality, and the
relations of nations. The United Nations has emigkdsupon the national and international relatigmsio achieve
international cooperation. With this unity, the nmmmstates can ensure the basic rights of equaléyl people regardless
of their differences. This is exactly what the Rrep(PBUH) had instructed in his (PBUH) Last Sernoorder to ensure

that all of God'’s creations were treated with respad dignity and had all the freedom rights tbegerved.

The Last Sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) The United Nations Charter
“O People, it is true that you have certain righith Article 1
regard to your women, but they also have rights ove| The Purpose of the United Nations includes:
you. Remember that you have taken them as yourswi
only under a trust from God and with His permissibn| To achieve international co-operation in... promoting

3UN."Charter of the United NationsAbout the UN: Charter of the United Nations. The United Nations, n.d. Web. 6 Feb.
2016.

“Sheikh Khalid Bin Ali Bin Saleh Aba Al-Khail."Proghh Muhammad's (PBUH) Last Sermon."Rslam House. Islam
Religion, 16 June 2013. Web. 3 Feb. 2016.

UN. "Charter of the United Nations Chapter 1: Psgmand Principles." Article 1.Principle 2CBarter of the United
Nations. The United Nations, n.d. Web. 5 Feb. 2016.
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they abide by your right then to them belongs thbtr
to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat youmen
well and be kind to them for they are your partrerd

and encouraging respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all without distinctiontas
race, sex, language, or religion.

committed helpers.”

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) gave importance to the woraad he (PBUH) did not ignore this topic in histla
sermon because he knew if he didn’t include it tienmen-dominated society would ruin the institntof women which
must be called a mandatory human institution. “@nDOecember 1948, the General Assembly of the Uritatons
adopted and proclaimed the Universal Declaratiorlwfan Rights” which included many details as te filmdamental
rights all humans should have under the United dvatiprotection; within this Universal Declaratian, Article 16, it
state&

Men and women of full age, without any limitationedto race, nationality or religion, have the rigghtmarry and

to found a family. They are entitled to equal right to marriage, during marriage and at its disisol.
Marriage shall be entered into only with the free &ull consent of the intending spouses.

The family is the natural and fundamental groupt ohisociety and is entitled to protection by stgiend the
State.

The above mentioned reference indicates that gie of marriage clearly establishes the rights thathusband
and wife have over each other. The Prophet Muham({RBtUH) has clearly instructed the men to take fediponsibility
of the women and respect their individual righteday’s modern societies have proved the wordsefttophet (PBUH),
“do treat your women well and be kind to them foeyt are your partners and committed helpers,” whngans that
today’s women are working with men to promote theisinesses, to work in any organizations, and isaomes for their
households. The term of “committed helpers” usedhigyProphet (PBUH) is a very comprehensive tertomoand social
indicator towards her status in the society basedquality and thus she is considered as a conthtitéper for her man
who needs her not only in the home, but also atyestage of life, whether that would be a domestatter or the

participation in the society.

The Last Sermon of the Prophet (PBUH)

“Beware, no one committing a crime is responsih
for it but himself. Neither the child is responsibl
for the crime of his father, nor the father is
responsible for the crime of his child.”

The United Nations Charter
| Preamble
( . .
We the people of the United Nations are
determined:
To promote social progress and better standards
life in larger freedort?

of

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) has created a balancedeso@n which the Theory of Individualism leading #o

pluralistic society in which the act of an indivaun the society will be considered his resporigjbiln the example

"UN. "Charter of the United Nations Chapter 1: Psgmand Principles." Article 1.PrincipleCBarter of the United
Nations. The United Nations, n.d. Web. 6 Feb. 2016.

®Sheikh Khalid Bin Ali Bin Saleh Aba Al-Khail."Progtt Muhammad's (PBUH) Last Sermon."Rdglam House. Islam
Religion, 16 June 2013. Web. 4 Feb. 2016.

8UN."The Universal Declaration of Human RightsIN Web Services Section, Department of Public Information, United
Nations. The United Nations, 2008.Web. 5 Feb. 2016.

® Ahmed, Prof. Dr. Anis. "The Farewell Sermon of Hhely Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)." (1996): pl8amic
Correspondence Cource.Da'wah Academy International Islamic UniversityWWé Feb. 2016.
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quoted by the Prophet (PBUH) the father and sonbaté members of the society, or in other wordsythre the
stakeholders of the community. Individual act adhé& or son has been mentioned, meaning that iesomdoes wrong in
the society, for example belonging to an extremisterrorist group, they would not be forgiven tbeir actions even
though they are members of the Islamic politicalisty because they would be considered unlawfideasis of the state.
The Prophet (PBUH), through this point, wanted dowey his (PBUH) message to the world that he (PBWHnts to
demolish the acts of threats, extremism, and expard power through terrorism, because he (PBUHhted to promote
social progress and better standards of life igdafreedom. The same purpose has been mentionthe bynited Nations.
They differ in words, but the approach of both tlast Sermon and the United Nations Charter aredinge. It means that

the Holy Prophet (PBUH) rejected the idea of inéetion of one’s act in the social action plan argoess.

The Last Sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) The United Nations Charter
“Behold! All practices of the days of ignorance are
now under my feet. The blood revenges of the days
of ignorance are remitted. The first claim on bloodPreamble
that | abolish is that of IbnRabi’ah bin Harith who| We the people of the United Nations are
was nursed in the tribe of Sa’ad and whom the | determined:

Hudyayls killed. All interest and usurious dues
accruing from the time of ignorance stand wiped| To practice tolerance and live together in peadh Wi
out. And the first amount of interest that | refsit | one another as good neighb&fs.
that which Abbas bin Abd-al-Muttalib had received.

Verily it is remitted entirely*

The United Nations expects a practice of toleraame living together. Both of these aspects wouldagdy
create a peaceful environment, and such an achafian will remove hatred. For this purpose, oagam has to be open
to loudly announce that it is forgiving all sorté a@uelty and injustice. The Holy Prophet (PBUHgglically made a
public announcement conveying a message of tolerand peacefully living together in the followingms: “Behold!
All practices of the days of ignorance are now undemy feet. The blood revenges of the days of ignonae are
remitted.” This act is preserved in history and his (PBUH)amtement centuries ago had practically made &teaftor
the United Nations to include the act of the Praphehammad (PBUH) as a practiced principle for ¢in¢ire world. The
contemporary world politics indicate that the Fiastd Second World Wars were the result of intoleganetween both
people and whole nations which resulted in the dfinations due to the wars. Even today, we seeuhent example of
Irag’s capture of the territory of Kuwait. Similgylwe can see the same case with Pakistan and Widah resulted in
very dangerous wars. The Prophet Muhammad (PBU&Brigl mentioned that the best way to the peacekeisp®

promote the practice of forgiveness. Such forgigengould be a basic skill to promote peace andcertdpr humanity.

The Last Sermon of the Prophet (PBUH) The United Nations Charter
“O People, just as you regard this month, this day Article 1
and this city as Sacred, so regard the life and To maintain international peace and security,
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Retufrand...to bring about by peaceful means, and in
the goods entrusted to you to their rightful owners conformity with the principles of justice and
Treat others justly so that no one would be urtust international law, adjustment or settlement of
you. Remember that you will indeed meet your | international disputes or situations which miglaide
Lord, and that He will indeed reckon your to a breach of the peace;
deeds...your capital is yours to keep. You will

YAhmed, Prof. Dr. Anis. "The Farewell Sermon of thely Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)." (1996): pldamic
Correspondence Cource.Da'wah Academy International Islamic University hWé Feb. 2016.

2UN. "Charter of the United Nations Preamble: WeRle®ples of the United NationsDetermined” Preaniiimciple
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neither inflict nor suffer inequity. Article 2

All Members shall settle their international dispait
O People, Allah has given rights to the people whiby peaceful means in such a manner that
deserve their rights-® international peace and security, and justicenate
endangered’

Comparative studies of the Last Sermon and theedriMations charter point out some basic similarited
clearly indicate that the charter has been inflednioy the Last Sermon. Minutely observing the $&smon, we see that
every moment of life has been covered and discuasddhen it has been declared prohibited to coramytinjustice or
crime. Communication methodology, used by the PebpRBUH) asking again and again to his (PBUH) canipns, was
the best teaching way for the improvement of sdmgddavior. For example, he (PBUH) asked many tiatesit what day
and month it was, and what the name of the city twdhe audience. Then he (PBUH) asked the companamed Rabia
bin Umayya bin Khalaf, who was repeating his (PBWéyrds, to loudly say to them, “Allah has givennagch honor to
your lives and properties, until the meeting witbdGas this month is respectable,” which was reggeatore than three

times, asking again and agafriThe Holy Prophet (PBUH) said that God has givesrgane the rights they deserve.

Similarly, it can be seen that the theory of justias been elaborated in Article 2 of the Unitetidda Charter,
which again reflects the Last Sermon of the Prophghammad (PBUH) mentioning that “all Members sizaitle their
international disputes by peaceful means in suchaaner that international peace and security, astice, are not
endangered.” Both basic principles recognize thmdw respect, justice, and fundamental rights. Tieplet (PBUH)
emphasized the need ttréat others justly so that no one would be unjasgou.” He (PBUH), referred to the law of
nature, law of nation, and international law beeaathat time an individual living in a civil sety obeying Municipal
law would be respected in the light of State Cautin and international law. The Prophet (PBUHpsed the doors of

violations and injustice occurring in the society.

The whole purpose of this statement by the Charftéine United Nations was to ensure one of theistni@sic
principles of rule which was bringing peace. Howeyeace cannot be brought at the expense of bwc rights of the
people. There must be a balance between the itianahpeace and harmony of the society and enguhat the laws of
justice and the security of the people are not comfsed during any settlement between the natibne.people are who
make up the nation itself and if in any way the gdecsuffer then the whole nation suffers. This was of the major
points the Prophet (PBUH) was making in his (PBWHSt Sermon: that three things are the most impbttathe people,
their lives, their property, and the system ofijest

CONCLUSIONS

It would be very important to mention that the L&s#rmon of the Prophet (PBUH) was a comprehensive
document defining the term of “human rights”. If \wealyze the evolution and clear definition of hamights, without
any prejudice, then we can prove that even in tbdamized world, we would not be able to find apgenodefinition of
“Right” in the discipline of law or politics. A melper of the House of Representative, in the UK, Wiin Griffiths
discussed the ambiguity in the definition of thertef “Legal Right,” according to him,

13Sheikh Khalid Bin Ali Bin Saleh Aba Al-Khail."Progh Muhammad's (PBUH) Last Sermon."Rslam House. Islam
Religion, 16 June 2013. Web. 6 Feb. 2016.

YUN. "Charter of the United Nations Chapter 1: Psgmand Principles.” Article 1, 2.Principle 1CRarter of the United
Nations. The United Nations, n.d. Web. 6 Feb. 2016.
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“Some of the rights are fundamental and we caragite on them. However, should we include a righa t

healthy environment, or is that just a worthy pedit objective? Might consumer rights be includeéd?”

We also see another important statement in the ¢edfoil€ommon (HC) Debate regarding interpretatiofaofs.

The following words would help understand the poegi statement.

“Different interpretation from the two European @suon similar or identical issues could give riseconfusion

and legal uncertainty**

As in the Western World, we do not find a clearimigbn of “Rights” which is why the implementatiaf rights
has become an enigma. A renowned scholar of lakhafy Arnull discusses various countries and lafvEwope with

reference to Human Rights. He explains,
“They will do little to reinforce the protectionfafded to individuals in concrete casé.”

On the other hand, the Last Sermon of the ProgPBtUH) is very clear about the concept of Human Righ
which does not require any further interpretatibne Prophet (PBUH) included details about Individraghts, as well as,
Collective Rights of the community. These rightsrevgiven under the rights of Divine Law. Of coursiee Prophet
(PBUH), never spoke out himself, but was alwaysofeing the instructions of God. He explained eveiyy for the
betterment of humanity which is why we say that L@t Sermon was the best document for religiows spiritual
guidance, peaceful settlement, respect for humargbeinternational law, civic of the society, bata of power, ruling

principles, and equal rights of the citizens of idlamic State.

In the Last Sermon, the Prophet (PBUH) mentioné@ropoints which were important because these pobiate
already been taken seriously by the United Natenmd other constitutions of the world like USA, URrance, Canada,
Germany, ltaly, Belgium, Holland, India, and otheffiese points, as per description, can be jot diomthe following

manner:
» Rights of children and their protection

e The amanah (a thing in the possession of anothieighwis given temporarily with a promise that itivide

returned. The person who is in charge of it mudtdmgest and return the same thing to its actuakown
e Loan will be returned to the lender by the borrawer
» Property will be protected by the government whethié private or public.

* Interest-based, or any other kind of economic diqdion, was banned by the declaration of the Last

Sermon.
» The right of a peaceful life
* Rights of honor and respect for every citizen tdrsc State.

« Equal legal rights of citizens of Islamic state.

® HC Debated, 16 Feb 2000, Research Paper HC Lilpat§
" HC Debated, 16 Feb 2000, Research Paper HC Libpay
'8 Anthony Arnull, The European Union and its Courflostice, London 1999, p.219
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e Superiority due to sect, or tribe, was totally beshand became illegal.
e Protection of women
e« Common Brotherhood

All the points mentioned above can be consideredasic principles of democratization of any stated
guidelines for Judiciary, Government, and Legisitd hus while the Prophet had the agenda of Religh cover, the
same basic principles which humanity requires athe within the religion as the socio-political asakio-economic

aspects of his Last Sermon and came to influereeedme principles discussed in the Charter of thitet) Nations.
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